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04-28-1991
Dear Disability Determination Service:

Mr. Jordan comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. He states that he has difficulties with work-related activities because of low vision. He was last examined here in January 2020 and was found to have myopic degeneration and amblyopia. Since that time, he states that his vision has decreased further on the left side and has been told that he has a cataract. He has been receiving care at the Kresge Eye Institute for many years. He had a retinal detachment after surgery and trauma on the left side when he was approximately 12 years old. As well, he states that he was born with “crossed eyes” and had surgery when he was very little. He attended college for several years, but had to stop because of financial reasons. At this point, he has not returned to college and feels that he is unable to obtain employment because of the loss of vision. He states that he cannot read small nor moderate size print, use a computer, nor distinguish between small objects. He does not use eye drops. He wears glasses with a very strong power.
On examination, the best-corrected visual acuity is 20/200 on each side. This is with a spectacle correction of 
 –29.75 –2.00 x 027 on the right and –29.50 –1.50 x 165 on the left. The near acuity through the distance correction measures 20/70 on each side at 14 inches. The muscle balance shows a small esotropia. The muscle movements are smooth and full. The pupils are round and equally reactive. Applanation pressures are 16 on the right and 17 on the left. The slit lamp examination is unremarkable on the right side. The media are clear. On the left side, there is a deep brunescent nuclear sclerotic cataract. The cornea on the left side is clear and the anterior chamber is deep and quiet. The fundus examination shows bilateral optic nerve tilting with peripapillary atrophy and posterior staphylomas on both sides. The cup-to-disc ratio is approximately 0.2 on both sides. There is a buckle on the left side in the periphery. There is associated retinal thinning and atrophy on the left side near the buckle. Both eyes show peripheral myopic changes. The eyelids are unremarkable.
Visual field testing utilizing a Goldman-type kinetic test with a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows 128 degrees of horizontal field on the left and 122 degrees of horizontal field on the right.
Assessment:
1. Myopic degeneration.
2. Amblyopia.
3. Cataract, left eye.
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Mr. Jordan has clinical findings that are consistent with the measured visual acuities and visual fields. He has developed a cataract on the left side that was not present when he was examined in this office approximately four years ago. Based upon these findings, one can understand why he has difficulties reading small print, distinguish between small objects, and using a computer. The prognosis is guarded, even with cataract surgery.
Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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